Nevertheless, we do know how later Mongol historians of the seventeenth century were to remember them, as evidenced in the Mongol chronicles. And on the basis of these works we need above all to realize that the Tumu Incident was understood very differently in Mongol historiography than in the Chinese tradition. Moreover, as with other episodes of post-Yuan history in Mongol sources-such as the Legend of Muna Mountain,4 the Yongle Legend,5 and the Story of Zhu6-the account of the Tumu Incident is less about what actually happened in 1449, and more a commentary on contemporary political and social realities. In particular, the need for a powerful state led by a legitimate ruler was felt by Mongols, not only during the Mongol-Oirat civil war, but also in regard to the seventeenth-century civil war that ushered in the Manchu conquest.7
With a view to encouraging a greater appreciation of these elements of Mongol historiography I would like to present here a translation of the account of the Tumu Incident and its broader imbrication with the fall of Esen as found in Sagang Sechen's Precious Summary or Erdeniin Tobchi, a major history of the Mongols written in 1662. 8 The story begins right after Toghan, Esen's father, has killed the Mongol ruler Adai Khan, and then, while trying to receive the royal blessing from in front of the Chinggis Khan shrine, is instead killed by the spirit of Chinggis Khan.9
